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For Immediate Release: Thursday, April 15, 2010
Contact:  Polly Zajac



Hawaiian Alohas to Global Learning Charter Public School 5th Graders
The Global Learning Charter Public School (GLCPS) will welcome their Hawaiian penpals from the Hongwanji Mission School in Honolulu, HI at the New Bedford Whaling Museum and National Park on Monday, April 19th.

Students from each school have been writing to each other throughout the school year.  The program started six years ago as part of the ECHO program and is coordinated by Hongwanji teacher, Naomi Yap, and GLCPS teacher, Polly Zajac.  In conjunction with the Whaling Museum and the Bishop Museum in Honolulu, the goal of the program is to link two historic ports and create a meaningful cross-cultural educational partnership.
Through cross-curriculum efforts, students build a common understanding of the early American Revolution and American history.  The students have learned that even though six thousand miles and four times zone separate them, they share many common interests.

On Monday they will meet for the first time and talk about what they have learned.  They will also explore the New Bedford port with docents of the Whaling Museum and take the National Park walking tour.

According to Polly Zajac, “this program has been an exceptional opportunity for the teachers as well as the students.  We have exchanged curriculum ideas, instructional best practices, and created a rich opportunity for kids to see that even though so many miles separate them, they have much common and a great deal to learn from each other.”
For more information, please contact Polly Zajac at 508-287-9760.
